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SWAFFHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR 
THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER, 

X943 


Medical  Officer  of  Health:  C.S.  Hall  Smith,  M.B.,B.Ch. , 

Sanitary  Inspector:  R.F.  Hudson  A.R.San.I* 

Mr#  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 


M.R.C.S., 

L.R.C.P. 


I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Report 
for  the  year  ended  3ls-t  December,  1943* 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


\ 


A#ea ...o.o.s 


7592  acre* 


Resiaent:  Population  mid  1943* '.•••••••• • 

Number  of  inhabited  bouses  (end  of  1943) 

Rateable  Value. . . . . . . 

Product  of  Penny  Rate •  ...o..... 


Swaffham  is  a  Market  Town,  the  centre  of  a  large  Agricultural 
district,  upon  which  industry  it  chiefly  relies .  The  only  other 
industries  of  any  note  carried  on  in  the  area  are  a  canning,  factory 
and  malting. 

Transport  facilities  are  supplied  by  the  L  &  N.E.  Railway 
Company  and  the  Eastern  Counties  Omnibus  Company. 

The  Town  is  supplied  with  gas,  water  and  electricity  by 
Statutory  Companies. 

The  Council  own  a  Cemetery  and  Recreation  Ground. 


Total 


Live  Births  Legitimate  41 

Illegitimate  3 

Stillbirths... .  2 

Deaths. ..............  o  40 


M,  F0 

15  26  Birth  Rate  per  1000 

1  2  Population, • .  14#6 

0  2  #66  per  1000  total  births 

16  26  13.3  per  1000  population# 


Deaths  from  Puerpei-al  Causes*-  Deatbs  Rate  per  X000  total  frlrths 


No.  29  Puerperal  Sepsis  0  0 

No.  30  Other  Puerperal  Causes  0  0 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age: 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births........ . . . .  22 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  Legitimate  live  births.. •  1306 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  1.0 

Deaths  from  Caneer  (all  ages).... . ..••••• . 3 

Measles  (all  ages)  ••••••. . .  0 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)..... . 0 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of.  age) . .  0 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

Staff. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  part-time,  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  also  carried  out  the  duties  of  Highway  and  Buildings 
Surveyor  and  is  a  full-time  officer  of  the  Council* 

Ambulance  Facilities 

The  Council  do  not  possess  an  Ambulance.  Facilities  are 
supplied  hy  the  members  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade?  for  use 
of  the  town  and  surrounding  district#  Ftimds  are  partly  provided  by 
an  ambulance  subscription  scheme  which  involves  a  weekly  subscription 
to  allow  for  free  ambulance  service  to  Norwich,  King’s  Lynn  and 
Swaffham  Hospitals. 

Nursing  in  the  Home* 

The  District  Nurse  is  available  to  those  who  require  her 
services#  This  is  maintained  by  subscription  to  the  District 
Nursing  Association.  Swaffham  could  maintain  2  nurses,  one  to  act 
entirely  as  a  midwife,  and  the  other  for  general  nursing  and  child 
welfare.  At  present  the  District  Nurse  is  over  worked  and  has  not 
time  to  fulfil  all  her  duties,, 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

An  Ante-natal  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  once  a  month 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Norfolk  County  Council,  in  conjunction 
with  the  District  Nurse.  The  accommodation  in  the  Vicarage  Room  is 
poor  for  such  purposes  and  consequently  the  attendance  poor. 

Hospital 

A  cottage  Hospital  comprising  8  male  and  3  female  beds  and  a 
private  ward  exists  for  the  use  of  the  townspeople  and  residents  in 
surrounding  districts#  It  does  valuable  work,  and  is  becoming  well 
known  for  good  food  and  nursing. 

More  serious  cases  are  sent  to  the  Norfolk  &  Norwich  Hospital, 
^est  Norfolk  and  King’s  Lynn  Hospital  and  the  Jenny  Lind  Hospital# 
Infectious  cases  go  to  the  Norfolk  County  Council  Isolation  Hospital 
at  East  Dereham#  There  is  an  outstanding  need  for  a  Maternity 
Hospital  in  Swaffham. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water, 

There  have  been  no  alterations  with  regard  to  water  supplies 
during  the  year#  Water  is  supplied  by  the  Swaffham  Waterworks  Co  Ltd., 
within  limits  of  supply,  one  thousand  five  hundred  yards  from  the 
centre  of  the  Market  Cross. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

A  combined  system  of  sewerage  exists  in  the  Council’s  area# 

There  have  been  no  stoppages  during  the  year  and  no  trouble,  apart 
from  the  usual  blowing  of  manholes  etc.,  during  heavy  storms. 

At  the  request  of  your  Housing  Committee  your  Surveyor  reported 
on  the  possibility  of  connecting  a  suggested  sewer  in  Haspall’s 
Road  to  the  existing  sewer  in  Watton  Road#  This  is  apparently 
practicable  and  if  adopted  would  open  up  valuable  land  for  building 
purposes. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

The  position  with  regard  to  closet  accommodation  is  about 
the  same  as  reported  last  year#  The  approximate  numbers  of  each 
type  of  closet  then  reported  weres- 


Pail  Closets# •  365 

Vaults#  ••• . . . .  31 

Water  Closets# •.••••••••••• •  502 


Public  Cleansing. 

The  collection  of  household  refuse  has  continued  as  in  previous 
years,  the  number  of  dust  bins  being  approximately  860. 

Salvage  has  continued  to  be  collected  and  during  the  year  a 
Salvage  and  Book  Drive  was  organised  as  a  result  of  which  8,475 
books  were  collected,  2*276  of  which  went  to  the  forces. 
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HOUSING 


Ministry  of  Health  Circular  No.  2778  with  regard  to  Post-War 
Housing  received  the  consideration  of  your  Council  during  the  jrear* 
As  a  result  steps  were  taken  to  acquire  a  10  acre  field  on  the 
Watton  Road  to  accommodate  70  houses*  The  Ministry  of  Health  have 
approved  a  programme  of  70  houses  for  the  first  two  years  after 
the  War* 

38  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  and  1 7  informal 
notices  to  carry  out  repairs  were  served*  Three  of  the  notices  were 
outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year* 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OP  THE  AREA. 


Inspections 

Informal 

Notices 

Remarks 

Drainage 

13 

5 

Work  done 

Factories 

Workshops  and 

Bakehouses* 

11 

1 

Work  done 

Shops • 

12 

- 

Inspection  of 
tinned  food  etx 

Slaughter  Houses 

Butchers  1  shops 

156 

12 

1 

Work  done 

Cowsheds  Dairies  etc* 

17 

8 

Work  done 

Verminous  premises 

5 

M* 

Farm  "buildings 
infested  with 
fleas*  Advice 
given* 

Housing* 

38 

17 

14  work  done 

3  outstanding. 

Nuisances* 

15 

8 

1  oustanding* 

Infectious  diseases* 

20 

m 

Reports  to 

M.O.H. 

Caravans 

4 

1 

Work  done* 

Rats  and  Mice* 

300 

(Approx) 

Survey  made 
under 

Infestation 

Order* 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD. 


Milk  Supply 

The  whole  of  the  registered  premises  were  inspected 
during  the  year,  and  instructions  given  to  limewhite  when  necessary. 

Samples  were  taken  from  all  producers  for  the  Tuberculin  and 
Methylene  Blue  Tests.  The  results  of  the  Tuberculin  Tests  were  all 
negative,  and  all  but  one  satisfied  the  Methylene  Blue  Test.  This 
latter  satisfied  the  test  on  a  repeat  sample  being  taken. 

Meat  and  other  Poods. 

Shops  and  slaughter  houses  have  been  regularly  visited  and 
usually  found  to  be  clean  and  tidy.  The  quality  of  meat  has  been 

good.Qne  case  0l-  sa]_e  of  unsound  food  occurred  during  the  year.  The 
articles  of  food  was  a  crab,  and  the  person  who  offered  same  for 
sale  was  brought  before  a  Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction:  and  fined 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep  &  Lambs 

Pigs 

Approximate  Number  Killed. 

658 

37 

1863 

70 

Approxt  number  inspected. 

658 

37 

1863 

70 

£11  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned. 

2 

0 

8 

0 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned# 

106 

0 

10 

4 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis. 

16.42 

0 

/ 

♦96 

5.7 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned. 

9 

0 

0 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned. 

101 

0 

0 

2 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis# 

16.72 

0 

0 

4.29 

MEAT#  OPPAL  AND  OTHER  POODS  CONDEMNED. 


Carcases  or  parts  of  carcases. 

Offal. . . . 

Tinned  Pood  (Grocers1  Shops).. 
Tinned  Meat  (Butchers*  Shops). 


Cattle 

9U2ETXbs. 


Sheep 
“SET Lbs. 


5749  lbs.  113  lbs. 
165  tins. 

15  tins. 


20  lbs. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  and  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES, 
Notifiable  diseases  during  the  year-  194^» 


Disease 

Total  cases 
notified 

Cases  admitted 

to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths* 

Scarlet  Fearer 

12 

1 

Whooping  cough 

1 

0 

tm 

Diphtheria 

3 

1 

- 

Erysipelas 

2 

0 

ft* 

Measles 

4 

0 

_ 

Pneumonia 

3 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 

0 

ft* 

TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  194^ 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


This  was  not  altogether  as  successful  as  anticipated. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  58* *3^  of  the  child  population  had  Been 
immunised  aged  under  5  and  41.7^  of  those  of  school  age. 

Notices  had  Been  published  and  all  doctors,  district  nurse,  and 
Welfare  workers  were  asked  to  advise  parents  to  get  there  children 
immunised. 

SCABIES 

Less  scabies  than  in  the  previous  year  were  noticed,  but 
it  has  been  difficult  to  assess  this  because  it  is  not  a 
notifiable  disease  and  only  a  proportion  of  cases  come  under 
the  notice  of  the  Medical  Officer.  Where  found,  cases  have  been 

*i0ited  and  steps  taken  to  eliminate  this  disease. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Pour  new  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  and  no  deaths. 
Number  of  cases  on  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  21# 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

No  case  of  Venereal  disease  resident  in  Swaffham  has  come 
to  my  notice. 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

The  main  criticism  of  the  year  is  the  lack  of  response  to 
the  Diphtheria  Immunisation.  Everyone  has  worked  hard  to  further 
the  scheme,  but  the  figures  make  poor  showing. 

The  year  was  otherwise  a  good  one  from  the  health  point  of 
view  of  the  town*  The  Birth  rate  is  smaller  than  the  average 
for  smaller  towns  in  England  &  Wales,  and  the  death  rate  slightly 
higher. 


I  have,  the  honour  to  he. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

(Signed)  C.S.  Hall  Smith. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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